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exercise of human faculty, which made Plato and
Aristotle prize the civic life so highly. Eefusing to
weaken themselves by luxury, because it enslaves men
to outward things, they end in counting everything a
luxury which man can exist without, that is to say,
everything except the satisfaction of the barest sen-
suous wants. And, after all, they find that man is
bound to the world he would escape as firmly as ever,
though now only by the vulgar tie of appetite. They
thus discover that there can be no end to what
they regard as the servitude of the self to the not-
self,-except in the extinction of the life they would
emancipate. And indeed many of the Cynics, having
reduced life to its beggarly elements, were ready to
throw it away. Death is the only negative freedom;
but bare death is not the emancipation of man from
natural forces, rather it is their final triumph over
him. There is, however, another aspect of the case.
The real interest which fills the life of the Cynic,
and in which his happiness consists, lies not, of
course, in the necessaries of life to which he con-
fines himself, but in the assertion of himself as against
the political and social claims upon him. It is nofc,
therefore, that he really excludes the ordinary
interests of life, but that he takes them in a nega-
tive way. His very contempt and hatred binds him
to that which he despises and hates. But he fails

to recognise that such contempt  and  hatred  needs
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